DOS vs UNIX commands

All Unix command are lowercase.  Unix commands use a lot of switches!

DOS


UNIX

Notes

Type
cat
; list out the contents of a file (text or binary)

More
more or less
; both work, ‘less’ is more powerful

Dir
ls
; use ‘ls –la’ to see all the attribs.

Copy
cp
; copy command

Find
grep
; very powerful.  Used a lot!   
Help
man

Cd
cd
; must have a space after the cd

Rem
#
; or sometimes a semicolon ;

Edit
pico or vi
; start with pico, easier to use.  Vi is more powerful.

Time
date
; used for time and date

Md
mkdir


Del
rm
; use ‘rm –rf’ for dir.  Be careful, very powerful and permanent!

Move
mv

Sort
sort

Pkzip
gzip
; also use ‘tar’ in some places


Pkunzip
gunzip

Other Unix commands

Command
Notes

head
; will start at the head of a file

tail
; will start at the end of a file

df
; show you size and space available on each partition

du
; space used by each file/dir. Eg.  ‘du –d1’ 

chown
; change user/group properties of a file

chmod
; change attributes of a file/dir.

chsh
; change user details

wc
; line, word and character count

kill
; kills a process eg.  kill –1 <pid> will restart process ‘pid’

ps
; displays a list of process running eg. 'ps –ax’

top
; dynamic list of what is going on.  Ctrl C to excape

id
; displays your current user id.  Are you logged in as root or a normal user.

radlast
; Admin: list of people logged in eg.  radlast –20 or radlast –20 <username>

radwho
; displays who is currently logged in.

history
; list of commands used (alias ‘h’), can then use !<number> to run last cmd

locate
; will search a DB (built weekly), of files and locations

whereis
; good for executables.

whatis
; brief description of what an executable does.

Directory Structure

Dir
Notes

/
;  root dir. Contains boot files and odd dir.’s

/etc
; config files

/etc/mail
; mail config files

/etc/namedb
; DNS config files

/var
; variable files

/var/log
; most of the logfiles

/var/mail/<user>
; a users mail folder (on Ritchie)

/usr
; program files installed here

/usr/local
; user installed programs

/home
; users home dir.’s

/tmp 
; temporary files.  Will be flushed on next startup

/swap
; swap partition

/dev
; hardware devices

…/bin
; executable programs used to run the OS

…/sbin
; protected executable programs used to run the OS

