April 15, 2008

Mr. Wang,

I am an ardent Islanders fan.  I have been to close to 25 games this season, 14 on my partial ticket package alone. I have traveled to Montreal, Colorado, New Jersey and NYC just to watch this team play.  

My growing concern is that it seems that the organization is reluctant, if you will, to put a winning product on the ice.  The die hard fans are begging, if not imploring, you to give us something to cheer for and something to rally us together.  

I am aware that the team is not profitable at the moment and that we are having attendance issues.  As I alluded to above, the cause of this can be linked to the fact that we don’t have a winning product on the ice.  We haven’t won a playoff series since 1993.  Our best shot to advance was in 2002 against Toronto.  Granted, we have made the playoffs, but we have only mustered one win in each of those series.  

I am tired of hearing that nobody wants to play here.  The Coliseum is old and antiquated and we desperately need a NEW, not renovated, arena to play hockey.  Alas, that’s not the crux of the problem.  It’s the fact that the players do not like the owners of the organization and where the club’s direction is going.  This decision by committee to decide who plays here and who doesn’t defeats the purpose of having a General Manager.  It is the GM’s responsibility to build a team and freely sign whomever he feels is necessary to win hockey games and ultimately win a Stanley Cup.  I feel if we continue down this road of a committee decision, we Islanders Fans will not see a Cup anytime soon.

Here are a few changes that many Islander Fans would like to see implemented:

1) Pushing back the starting time of weeknight games to 7:30pm.  7pm games make it very difficult to arrive at the game on time and we ultimately miss most, if not all, of the 1st period.  Pushing back the start time should easily increase attendance.
2) Refrain from turning a hockey game into a circus.  Everything today seems geared towards children.  While I understand the importance of children and introducing them to this great sport and once proud franchise, you are alienating a lot of your “hardcore” base fans.  The focus should be hockey, not Sparky the Dragon.

3) Please stop celebrating the Dynasty Era.  I understand their importance in history and I am very proud to be a fan of the only American hockey team to ever win 4 consecutive Stanley Cups, but the time has where we need to create our own history.  Remember the Dynasty, not constantly celebrate it.

In closing, I’d just like to say that even though I am upset with the direction of the franchise, I am still proud to be an Islanders Fan.  I bleed orange and blue and will continue to do so until the day I die.  LET’S GO ISLANDERS!

Sincerely,

Michael J. Langdon

Islanders Fan Since 1993
