Why a Mac is better than a PC


As a Mac user for just over a year now, I don’t regret switching for a second. On the contrary, I regret that I haven’t switched earlier. But why should you switch? Well, here are a few things to think about.


If you worry that on a Mac you won’t be able to play all your games or run your favorite applications, you might as well cross that off your list of excuses. Why? Because all new Macs now ship with Bootcamp, a free applications that let’s you run any version of Windows side by side with OS X, the Mac operating system. In fact, a recent article on CNet.com showed that Windows Vista, Microsoft’s newest operating system, runs faster on a Mac under Bootcamp, than on a PC! And besides, all big software companies like Microsoft and Adobe now make their software to run natively on both Mac’s and PC’s. Just like right now I’m typing my paper in Microsoft Word, on my Mac!


Did you know that at the end of 2005, the number of viruses for PC’s was over 114,000? By March of 2006 alone, more than 850 new security threads were detected against Windows. Wonder how many viruses are on a Mac? So far, none. Not a single virus. That is due to Mac OS X’s high class UNIX foundation. Unlike Windows where every program does whatever it wants without your consent, Mac OS X won’t allow anything to move without your permission. Of course you might be able to get this protection on a PC, if you can afford to spend a great sum of money on antivirus software that will waste hours every now and then scanning your computer and fixing problems. No one had yet reported a real virus on the Mac OS X platform. Don’t you think you deserve such protection out of the box?

From astounding hardware design to its polished user interface, a Mac delivers something to savor. Every single inch of it is put to good use, resulting in gorgeous, all in one machines that contain everything you’ll ever need. But you shouldn’t be fooled by just what’s on the outside. All Mac’s now ship with Intel Core Duo chips, the world’s most advanced Intel chips. These new chips allow Macs to run up to seven times faster than previous generations, using only half as much energy. Still wandering what an Intel chip is doing inside a Mac? Way more than it ever did inside a PC.


Do you own a camera? Printer? Cell phone? iPod? Anything else you would connect to your computer? Isn’t it annoying when you just buy something it and you plug it into your computer and you get those error messages, and then you would have to install a whole bunch of useless software that you’re never going to use, but you need it for your new piece of hardware to work with your PC? On a Mac, everything just works. You got your new printer, you plug it in, and it just works. Same with a camera. Just plug it in! You’ll never again have to spend time hunting for drivers on you computer or installing programs you’ll never use. That’s the way a computer should be.


Remember that day when you came home with your brand new PC? What did it come with again? A demo version of Microsoft Office and of an Antivirus program? And what else was there? Oh yea, the calculator! And Paint! Countless hours of fun! A new Mac however, comes with iLife, Apple’s professional suite of programs that make digitalizing your life a piece of cake. It consists of applications such as iPhoto, iMovie, iWeb, iDVD, Garageband and iTunes. They are all pretty self-explanatory. Then again, you could purchase film editing software and web developing tools for a PC as well. But on a Mac they are not only come for free out of the box, but they also were made for each other. For example, I could be editing a photo in iPhoto, and then I decide that I want to include it in my new movie, so in just one click I imported it to iMovie. Then I could make it part of the movie and synchronize it with the soundtrack I made using Garageband. Then maybe afterwards I want to burn the movie to a DVD to share with my friends and family, so in just another click I import it to iDVD where I can add professional looking chapters and DVD interface. Or maybe I just want to share the movie on my website, so I just import it to iWeb, where I just drag and drop it onto my webpage. How cool is that? It’s not only cool, but they also make nice presents. From iPhoto you can order prints of your photos made into holiday cards, calendars, scrapbooks, etc. Last year my Christmas present for my parents was a pretty short movie clip I made in iMovie. It had all the cool effects you see in movies, and whatever else you’d want. Isn’t life great with iLife?


As great as a Mac is, it does tend to cost more than your average PC. Even though PC’s are cheaper, that doesn’t necessarily make them better. Apple ships their computers with LCD screens, which tend to be expensive when buying them separately for your PC. And the space that your LCD screen would take on your desk, you could use for your whole iMac. As the price of a Mac tends to shrink with the size of the computer, a PC costs more the smaller it is. And in a few years, when it’s time to sell your computer and get a new one, your Mac will be worth much more than a PC from the same time period with similar specs. Add all that with all the free software, and extra hardware (camera, mike, airport card) that a Mac comes with, and the difference in price between a Mac and a PC isn’t that great.


In the end, the only real comparison is the one you make based on your own needs, wants, and budget. If you’re buying a new computer for your home, you should balance style, performance, and features against your budget and get the computer that you would enjoy using the most. But if you had the option to choose, I’d take the Mac. You won’t regret it.
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