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Can Shortcuts or Automator open PDFs and set them side by side?
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I was puzzled by the app Automator, and then by the app Shortcuts. In both I saw great potential to automate simple tasks, but I would start building an action, shortcut, you name it, and then I was shortly greeted by the most illogical way of doing things. 



For example, I'm studying music theory, so I have two PDFs that my tutor gave me, and I keep going to the folder they are located, opening them, using the app Magnet to send both to the secondary display and then set them side by side.



So I thought, there has to be a way to do this in Shortcuts. First, for some reason, earlier today I couldn't find a way to simply open the PDFs, whether I searched for open, PDF, file, nothing worked. Now it's there as soon as I open the app. So great, one of the things I need is done.



But now I need them both in the secondary monitor, each of them taking one half of the screen. Sounds easy, right? You would think something like this would work:












But NO! You might ask "Why did you set move to coordinates?" Well, because there's no choice to move to the secondary display. Well, there is current display, main display, and the two Samsungs I have listed there. But because the idiots at Samsung set the same serial number in the EDID to all the monitors they make, or at least in batches, I have to set that to monitor 1. And I tried that, but no dice:











All I managed to do over and over is to open the two PDFs, which is a step in the right direction. But I open these every day, several times a day, so I want to automate this with a simple shortcut, as in keyboard shortcut.



So somebody here who knows better than me, please tell me why this is so illogical and doesn't just do what it should do judging by the screenshots you see above?
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I was just about to post a question about this when I remembered that I had posted before, but this time I'm trying to make 4 PDFs open in Preview, all 4 send to the secondary display, and tile in quarters. Somehow this seems to be more difficult than learning Chinese.



So I just don't get it, why doesn't this work? Is it that this Shortcuts app is useless and full of bugs? Because I can't understand its logic at all.
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MacRumors attracts a broad audience of both consumers and professionals interested in the latest technologies and products. We also boast an active community focused on purchasing decisions and technical aspects of the iPhone, iPad, Mac, and other Apple platforms.
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Touch Arcade


10 Years After Debuting on Mobile, Adventure Game ‘Doggins’ Is Getting Updated With a Restored Soundtrack and PC Port

‘Monster Hunter Now’ Adding Deviljho, Odogaron, Charge Blade Weapon, Layered Equipment, Invasions, and More in Next Week’s Major Update

SwitchArcade Round-Up: ‘Snufkin: Melody of Moominvalley’, ‘Top Racer Collection’, Plus More Releases, News, and Sales

Apple Arcade Launch Title ‘Speed Demons’ Returning to the App Store as a Paid Game in the Coming Weeks

‘Gunship Battle: Total Warfare’ Adds the World War League 4.0, Fortress Tower, and More in Latest Update

New ‘SaGa Emerald Beyond’ Gameplay Trailer Showcases Siugnas, the Dismal King

Apple Arcade’s March 2024 New Games: Crayola Adventures, Bloons TD Battles 2+, and Polytopia+ Are Out Now Alongside Notable Game Updates and Events

Out Now: ‘Kingdom: The Blood’, ‘Adventure To Fate – Lost Island’, ‘Ready Set Golf’, ‘Tumble Rush’, ‘Whale Captain’, ‘Ghost In The Mirror’ and More
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